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Cross Veneration  
in the Medieval 
Islamic World

CHRISTIAN IDENTITY AND PRACTICE  
UNDER MUSLIM RULE

CHARLES TIESZEN

C
H

A
R

L
E

S  
T

IE
SZ

E
N

C
r

o
ss V

en
er

atio
n

 in
 th

e M
ed

ieval Isla
m

ic
 W

o
r

ld
C

H
R

IST
IA

N
 ID

E
N

T
IT

Y
 A

N
D

 P
R

A
C

T
IC

E
 U

N
D

E
R

 M
U

SL
IM

 R
U

L
E

One of the most common religious practices among medieval Eastern Christian 
communities was their devotion to venerating crosses and crucifixes. Yet many of 
these communities existed in predominantly Islamic contexts, where the practice 
was subject to much criticism and often resulted in accusations of idolatry. 
How did Christians respond to these allegations? Why did they advocate the 
preservation of a practice that was often met with confusion or even contempt? 

To shed light onto these questions, Charles Tieszen looks at every known 
apologetic or polemical text written between the eighth and fourteenth 
centuries to include a relevant discussion. With sources taken from across the 
Mediterranean Basin, Egypt, Syria and Palestine, the result is the first in-depth 
look at a key theological debate which lay at the heart of these communities’ 
religious identities. By considering the perspectives of both Muslim and Christian 
authors, Cross Veneration in the Medieval Islamic World also raises important 
questions concerning cross-cultural debate and exchange, and the development of 
Christianity and Islam in the medieval period. This is an important book that will 
shine much-needed light onto Christian–Muslim relations, the nature of inter-faith 
debates and the wider issues facing the communities living across the Middle East 
during the medieval period.

‘a subtle and admirable work’ Juan Pedro Monferrer-Sala, Professor and Chair of 
Arabic and Islamic Studies, University of Cordoba

‘Charles Tieszen’s book on disputes about cross veneration between Christians 
and Muslims in the Middle East is the first of its kind, dealing with a subject that 
can teach us a lot about interreligious relations. The work covers all aspects that 
come up when Christians and Muslims dispute about cross veneration: idolatry 
of cross veneration, the identity-shaping power of it, and the cross as an easily 
identifiable marker for Christians and Christianity.’ Frank Griffel, Professor of 
Islamic Studies, Yale University

‘a valuable reference for anyone interested in the history of Christianity in the 
Islamic Middle East, interreligious dialogue and theology’ Christian C. Sahner, 
Research Fellow in History, St John’s College, University of Cambridge

CHARLES TIESZEN is Adjunct Assistant Professor at the Fuller Theological 
Seminary. He received his PhD from the University of Birmingham and is the 
author of Christian Identity amid Islam in Medieval Spain and A Textual History of 
Christian–Muslim Relations.




















































