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FOREWORD TO CONCORDANCE OF 
AN ENGLISH COPY OF THE QUR’AN

This concordance is a valuable tool for a student of the Qur’an. Many Muslims and most Christians have 
never objectively studied this most famous, greatly read and memorised  book which gave to the Arab 
peoples a means of unification, a work of art and guidance for daily living.

Commentators all have their own agendas when they write about events and reflect the sectarian views 
amongst themselves. Therefore, for a student to be able to read for himself is a great step forwards to 
understanding its main tenants, its concerns and sensitivities.

The Prophet Moses emerges as a major factor in its story along with, Abraham, Solomon and Jesus and 
many others.

	 43: 3.  We have made it a Qur’an in Arabic, that ye may be able to understand (and learn 
	 wisdom). 

	 10:37  This Qur’an is not such as can be produced by other than Allah; on the contrary it is a 		
	 confirmation of (revelations) that went before it, and a fuller explanation of the Book wherein 	 	
	 there is no doubt from the Lord of the worlds.

The Qur’an is considered the Word of God revealed through Muhammad acting as God’s mouthpiece. 
The text of the Qur’an was compiled under the direction of the third Caliph, ‘Uthman, and is accepted by 
both Sunnis and Shi‘ahs as wholly authentic. However, when one considers that the very first community 
came from Jewish and Aramaic Christian roots we can see their sectarian concerns appearing within the 
Qur’an.

Under pressure from Byzantine and Sassanians armies, the Arabs needed a unifying force to withstand 
them; the Qur’an gave them this cohesion.

Although the most memorized book in the world (Hafiz) only a few dare to study its contents and under-
stand its concerns for the poor, the name of God and the need for an identity.

Arranged from longest to shortest chapters (Surahs), except the first one, which is the shortest (The Fa-
tiha), it is exclamatory in style but not translated into English until 1734 by George Sale, over 1000 years 
from its inception. It is written to be chanted rather than read and is the basis for the conduct of the 
individual and the order for society. We hope that this little tool will provide knowledge for many about 
its contents.
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